
 

  

 

Boguth, Terry <bogutht@ccscards.org> 

Variant Exposure with Coldwater BBall Teams 

Rebecca Burns <burnsr@bhsj.org> Thu, Mar 25, 2021 at 3:52 PM 
To: Terry Boguth <bogutht@ccscards.org> 
Cc: David Fowler <fowlerd@bhsj.org> 

Superintendent Whelen, 

I understand that a member of the public made statements at a recent Coldwater Community Schools, School 
Board meeting that indicated the local health department was not supportive of efforts put in place by your 
office to ensure that your Men's Basketball teams were negative for COVID-19 after a potential exposure.  I'd 
like to be clear with the communication from my office to Coldwater Community Schools. 

On March 8th, BHSJCHA was notified by MDHHS of a potential exposure to the B.1.351 variant at a 
basketball game held between Coldwater and a school in Jackson County.  A student on the Jackson county 
schools bball team was positive with this variant. MDHHS held a conference call with BHSJCHA and Jackson 
county and requested that we have all players tested on Men's team and instructed that the team should not 
practice or compete pending a negative test by all athletes and coaches. Our office then held a conference 
call with Coldwater Community Schools and determined that all Men's BBall teams should be tested due to 
shared courts, gyms, etc. Everyone at BHSJCHA, David Fowler, Clinic Supervisor, Kali Nichols, Director of 
Personal Health & Disease Prevent, Dr. Vogel, Medical Director, and myself that participated on that call were 
in agreement regarding the next step and that testing was required. 

BHSJCHA was very impressed with how quickly Coldwater Community Schools addressed the issue and 
tested all athletes and appreciated the cooperation of the school district. Your immediate response to the 
potential risk is to be applauded. 

Should you or any of your school board members have any further questions or concerns regarding this 
matter, please don't hesitate to reach out. 

Thank you, 
Rebecca 

Rebecca A. Burns, M.P.H., R.S. 
Health Officer 
Branch-Hillsdale-St. Joseph Community Health Agency "Your Local Health Department" 
570 Marshall Rd, Coldwater, MI 49036 

P: 517-933-3040 F: 517-278-2923 C: 269-501-2503 

E: burnsr@bhsj.org 
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